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BARTONIAN 

  BARTON CARNIVAL 17th & 18th JULY—FULL DETAILS PAGES 2, 14 & 15 

ISSUE NUMBER 33                                                                                                JULY 2004 

LOCAL NEWS AND VIEWS                                   FROM BARTON TOWN COUNCIL 

The 7th July 
will soon be 
with us for an-
other Bike 
Night. It seems 
to get more 
popular each 
year. People 
ring as early as 
January for in-
formation as to 
what date & 
whats on. This 

year sees another two roads closed, Priestgate and Fleetgate 
from Newport to High Street, so as to absorb more bikes to 
park. Rock Bands will be playing at Red Lion, George and 
The Mill, 
with the 
Blue Bell 
joining the 
scene with 
a band 
playing as 
well. 
Coach and 
Horses 
may have 
a band too, 
not con-
firmed at going to press. Trade stands will be on King Street, 
as usual other attractions have yet to be confirmed. Barton 
Lions and Rotary Clubs have kindly agreed to Marshall the 
event along with other volunteers. 
BBC and Calendar should be here too, to promote the night, 
last year we had a live broadcast from the Town Centre.  
 

May I thank the people who voted for me to receive the Bar-
ton Town Award.  
 

See you all on the night, promises to be as big as ever. 
 

Malcolm Bennett 

Barton Town Council Best Kept Garden 
and Hanging Basket Competitions are in 
full swing for 2004.  Entry forms have been sent out to 
last year’s entrants, a copy of the entry form is also 
available on page 11 of this issue of The Bartonian, 
closing date is 16th July, it’s not too late  to enter !  
Judging takes place on two occasions, late July and late 
August. 

Last year’s Business entry winner pictured here was 
The Volunteer Arms on Whitecross Street.  They have 
kindly agreed for the Town Council to enter them in the 
Local CPRE Most Attractive Public House Competition 
for 2004, they are also entering the Town Council Busi-
ness Hanging Basket Competition again this year.  
 
The Private House Best Kept Garden and Hanging Bas-
ket Competitions for 2003 were won by Mrs A Gardiner 
of Birchdale and Mr P Whittington of Bowmandale re-
spectively.  This year they have been invited to judge 
the competition, which means they are unable to enter.  
The remaining judges for 2004 will be Councillor Frank 
Coulsey, Mr John Tomlinson and NLC Local Neighbour-
hood Services Team representative. 
 
Why not enter this year, private front gardens are also 
judged in the Barton entry for the Yorkshire in Bloom 
Competition, which is to be judged on Thursday 15th  
July 2004. 
 
DON’T FORGET YOUR ENTRY FORM ON PAGE 11 
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BARTON CARNIVAL 
 

It’s that time of year again! 
 

Barton Carnival this year will be bigger 
and better than ever, with much more to 
offer everyone who attends. This year 
there will be two arena’s and our main 
acts have come all the way from South 
Africa as well as dropping in out of the 
sky. 
 

By popular request we have again man-
aged to persuade or should I say bribe 
eight teams into competing for the ‘It’s a 
Knockout” trophy to be contested on the 
Sunday. 
 

There will be the usual entertainment 
over the weekend: the Rotary tea tent, 
Under 5’s kids zone, the Carnival proces-
sion, Beer tent, Fun Fair, Stalls, Inflat-
ables and much, much more. 
 

I would like to extend my thanks to our 
major sponsors and in particular to Bar-
ton Town Council, Kimberly – Clark, 
Proudfoot, R and J Leisure and the Fun 
Fair, Agrimin, Rugby Cement, Birtwhis-
tle Landscaping, We’re a Knockout, 
Bridge Travel, Euronics and J. W. Stamp.  
There are many other smaller sponsors 
who help us but they are too numerous to 
name but our grateful thanks is extended 
to them as well. 
 

Every paying adult (£2:50 on Sat and 
£2:50 on Sun) will get a free programme 
worth £2 and free entry into our fantastic 
raffle, where the first prize is a 17”  LFT  
TV worth nearly £1000.  This prize can 
be viewed in EURONICS (Barton) win-
dow from early July and we would like to 
thank them for getting us possibly the 
best value product on the market and fit-
ting it in your home free. 
None of this would be possible without 
the tremendous hard work, dedication 
and help shown by all members of the 

Committee both in terms of their commit-
ment during the year and their fantastic 
hard work throughout the weekend, 
which is always well above and beyond 
the call of duty. I can not thank them all 
enough for the effort they have put into 
this year’s Carnival.  There is no doubt it 
would not be the success it is with out 
their support. 
However, the Committee were disap-
pointed last year with the response from a 
very small minority of the local commu-
nity who felt they had to endure £15,000 
worth of entertainment for only £2 on 
Saturday and a further £2 on Sunday and 
that they were disappointed with the way 
in which it was organised. 
For the record I would like to make the 
following observations: 
1. Baysgarth Park is not owned by the 

people of Barton, nor is it owned by 
Barton Town Council.  In fact the 
park belongs to and is run by North 
Lincolnshire Council which charges 
everyone a rent to use the park 
(including the Carnival Committee). 

 

2. The local newspaper did set out that 
entry to the Carnival would cost £2 on 
Saturday and Sunday; a precedent that 
had been established the previous 
year when a £1 entry fee was charged 
on both days. This year the charge 
will be £2:50 on Saturday and £2:50 
on Sunday with all children still enter-
ing free. 

 

3. The programme stated quite clearly 
that there was and is still to be free 
entry into the fantastic raffle and that 
all you were asked to do was to take 
your programme to the Voucher Tent 
where you filled in your free entry 
form.  Over 2000 people took advan-
tage of this free offer.  

 

We now fence off the Carnival so that it 
allows people to continue to enjoy the 

park and indeed on the Sunday enjoy the 
horse show as well - free of charge.  
However if people wish to visit the Car-
nival area then a very modest entry 
charge is made and no one is under any 
obligation to walk through the gates and 
into the Carnival site. 
No longer can events of this size, particu-
larly with the considerations that need to 
be made with respect to health and safety, 
be run on a shoe string and the good will 
of a small team of dedicated volunteers.  
Indeed members of the Committee spend 
tens of hours of their own time and at 
least 30 hours over the weekend itself, in 
the planning, preparation and execution 
of the Carnival.  If their time were to be 
costed on a professional basis it would 
add £5000 to the cost of running the Car-
nival which would necessitate a consider-
able increase in entry charges on the gate 
per day. 
I would however like to highlight the cost 
of entry to other similar local events: 
Brocklesby Country Fair charged £8 per 
adult and £4 per child just two weeks be-
fore our Carnival and the Heckington 
(Sleaford) show charged £4 per adult and 
£1.50 per child in 2003.  The recent Land 
Rover Show in Driffield this year 
charged £9 per adult and £4:50 per child.  
In comparison the Committee believe 
therefore, that £2:50 per adult per day 
with children going free (for this year 
over £18,000 worth of entertainment) 
is exceptional value. 
 

Barton could not be more proud of all the 
people who are willing to give up hours 
of their time for the enjoyment of others 
in the community.  For that I would like 
to extend my own personal thanks to each 
and every one of them on all their hard 
work  - thank you! 
 

Martin Birtwhistle - Chairman  
 
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS ON PAGES 14 & 15 

Barton And District Amateur  
Operatic Society 

 

Were you a member of the cast or back stage crew of any musical production staged in 
Barton (including the shows staged by pupils and staff at Beretun  or Baysgarth 
schools) at any time up to and including the present BADAOS productions? If so, do 
you have any copies of photographs or programs of the productions that you would be 
willing to lend to the Society, for us to display as a tribute to local talent in Barton and 
district at our Open Social Morning.  
 
The Social Morning is planned for Saturday the 17th July in the Trinity  Methodist 
Chapel Lecture Hall and all members of the public will be  welcome.  
 
Please contact:-    Mr Ray Smithson       Telephone: 01652 633157 

BARTON Toc HBARTON Toc H  
  

Have a wheelchair that 

they  

can loan out to anyone 

who wishes to borrow it.   

 

The wheelchair is stored 

in  

Barton, anyone wishing to  

borrow it should contact  

Paul Dimoline on Barton 

636590. 
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As one of the CHAMP volunteers I was privileged to 
be on duty at Baysgarth House when the doors re-
opened to the public for the May Bank Holiday week-
end. CHAMP Chairman Neil Turner, architect of the 
transfer of management of the building from North Lincs 
Council, was on hand to help out and John Andrew, 
Leslie Rooney, Don and Marjorie Ball, Val Croissant, 
Mike Gower and Jeremy Crook completed the team for 
the three days. We were delighted to welcome over 200 
visitors, from as far away as Arizona, with a good sprin-
kling of Grimsby, Scunthorpe and north bank residents 
as well as many Barton folk. I know from experience 
with Civic Society events that many Barton residents 
don’t get local news, so on the basis that the Bartonian 
goes to most homes in the town, please take note: 
 

BAYSGARTH HOUSE MUSEUM  
IS OPEN TO VISITORS  

FRIDAY THROUGH SUNDAY  
NOON TO 4PM,  

ALSO BANK HOLIDAY MONDAYS  
 
Baysgarth House is clearly a special place for most Bar-
ton people – after all, the Civic Society collected over 
2,100 signatures opposing closure of the museum. Now 
that it is leased to the CHAMP Trust we have a unique 
opportunity to develop it into a resource that has mean-

ing to all who live in Barton, young and old and to the 
many visitors who come to our town. To ensure that 
Baysgarth House and its Museum remain in the control 
of Barton residents it needs your support. You can sup-
port it in many ways: by visiting it, by telling people 
about it and, if you have a little time to spare, by joining 
the growing band of Baysgarth House Museum volun-
teers. Barton has so much history and so many attrac-
tions for both tourists and those of us fortunate enough 
to live in the place and the Museum exhibits tell its 
story. For the next few weeks there is a temporary exhi-
bition of photographs and artefacts connected to the 
Waterside area. This was the centre of Barton industry 
for many years and the changes to its appearance over 
a mere 40 years are truly amazing. Beech House? The 
Hall? St Chad’s? Watermill? Maltings? Fertiliser Works? 
To new residents these are unknown places.  
 
For the first day of opening we were treated to some 
excellent brass band music by Barton Town Band. Did 
you know they had reformed? We are hoping they will 
be back soon. If I still haven’t whetted your appetite for 
a visit to the Museum, do you know what a gamelan is? 
To find out visit the Museum and impress your friends 
with your newly acquired knowledge! To find out more 
about how you can help call Neil Turner on 635365 or 
call me on 633363 
 

Nigel Land 

This post-
card was 
found by 
Tony Hall 
at a Der-
byshire 
postcard 
fair!  It ap-
pears to 
be of a 
wedding 
party dur-
ing the first 
world war.  
The card 
was in a 
Barton 
section 
and the 
photogra-
pher is a B 
Parker of 
Barton.   
Mr Hall 
would be interested if anyone could identify the people or family.   
Mr Hall can be contacted on aj.hall@btinternet.com  
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         Barton Upon Humber             
Queen Street School            

 NEEDS YOU            

        Samuel Wilderspin, the designer of Queen Street School and the  
          pioneer of infant schooling, is a name of worldwide significance. 
      The School building itself is unique and of international importance; 

experts from around the World tell us this! 
 

Discover the story behind Queen Street School and you will find it 
is a treasure to be kept. Yet it is deteriorating fast. 

The people of Barton cannot let this happen! 
 

For long enough the doors of the School have remained closed. 
Help us now to breathe new life back into its empty shell and  

provide a first-rate educational heritage, and community resource 
for all ages, visitors and towns people alike. 

 

Please fill in the form below indicating your support for Queen  
Street School and we shall keep you informed of further developments. 

**********&******************************************************************************************************* 
Return form to Ms. E. Coombe, 39 Castledyke West, Barton upon Humber, DN18 5AR 
 

Name; ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Address; ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Tel. No …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Yes I wish to become a ‘Friend of Queen Street School’ and keep me informed of further developments. 
 

I have some old schooldays material, (school photos, books etc.) that might be of interest to the project. 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
 

The two enclosed photographs are of two local teams who play in the Kaloli area of 
‘The Gambia’. 
 

They are proud to wear shirts donated by local people and always ask to be remem-
bered to everyone in Barton. 
 

In closing I would like to ask a favour! 
 

Could anyone let us have a men's strip, as all we have at the moment are children's 
sizes, for our next trip in November 2004.  
 

Thank you all 

 

Carl & Joyce Proudlove   01652 632013 

*  
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Garden Talk 

 

Another year when global warming is 
being blamed for all kinds of things, in-
cluding the shortage of rhubarb which 
requires winter cold to trigger growth 
when the weather warms up.  Commer-
cial growers are having to assist nature 
by refrigerating dormant roots. 
 

This is an ideal time to take soft wood 
cuttings from shrubs and plants used for 
summer bedding like Osteospurnum, 
Fuchsia, Argyranthemum, and Helio-
trope.  First select a non-flowering vig-
orous shoot, cut it above the node, then 
remove leaves from the lower third of 
the cutting.  Use a gritty compost mix, 
50:50 sharp sand / peat substitute is 
ideal.  Fill your pot with compost 
(cuttings seem to do better in clay pots), 
insert cuttings around the edge of the pot 
ensuring the leaves are not touching ad-
jacent cuttings, water well and cover 
with a polythene bag to help maintain 
humidity.  Place them on a windowsill 
or in the greenhouse until they show 
signs of rooting then pot up individually.  
Even easier, we are growing Coleus cut-
tings by filling a small jar with water, 
securing a piece of polythene over the 

top with an elastic band and insert cut-
tings through holes in the polythene.  
Tomatoes can be propagated by leaving 
side shoots to grow on your stock plants 
and using the soft wood cutting method 
detailed above.   
 

As I write Chelsea Flower Show has just 
finished and it was gratifying to see 
schools being encouraged to design gar-
dens for the show.  I much preferred 
their winning entry to that of the ‘best in 
show’, ‘Hortus Conclusus’ by Christo-
pher Bradley-Hole.  It would be nice to 
see the number of young persons in-
volved increasing. 
 

This year is the Royal Horticultural So-
ciety bicentenary and they have intro-
duced four roses which all have pink 
blooms and are named after the society 
main gardens: ‘Wisley’;  ‘Hyde Hall’; 
‘Rosemoor’; and ‘Harlow Carr’.  More 
information from David Austin Roses, 
tel. 01902 376300.  Other new varieties 
are Rosa ‘Royal Parks’ a copper/caramel 
colour with a light scent, details from 
www.roses.co.uk 
 

Thorncroft Clematis Nursery introduced 
Clematis ‘Pamina’ which is mauve-
white with dark purple-red stripes.  It 
has two flushes of stunning flowers, late 
spring on ripe wood and late summer /
autumn on current seasons’ growth, see 
www.thorncroft.co.uk 
 

The next RHS show is at Tatton Park 
from 21-25 July tickets from 0870 
9063810.   
 

If you are growing tomatoes, which is an 
excellent idea to avoid the chemicals 
that are applied to most of those avail-
able in the supermarkets, remember to 
feed them regularly with a high potash 
fertiliser to improve flower and fruit 
production.  In the greenhouse damp the 
floor down on warm days and give the 
flowers a tap to improve setting of the 
fruit.  We are growing Spanish tomatoes 
this year which are an un-named variety, 
no idea if they will be productive or not, 
watch this space.   
 

If you are interested in modern gardens, 
which can be either breathtaking or very 
cold, this year will see the inauguration 
of the ‘Modern Gardens Day’.  This year 
it was 26th June, however many of the 
gardens are open regularly, www.
moderngardens.org.uk  One of the gar-
dens listed is Kiftsgate Court, Glouces-
tershire which has both traditional and 
modern gardens and is well worth a 
visit.  It is across the road from Hidcote 
Manor Garden (National Trust) and it is 
possible to walk from one to the other 
and see both in a day.   
 

“There is a garden where our  hearts  
converse,    
At ease beside clear water, dreaming   
A whole and perfect future for yourself, 
Myself, our children and our friends” 
 

‘The Promised Garden’ 
                                                                              

                          Theo Dorgan 

 

Enjoy your garden 

Jim Dowdy 

own the 

G arden 

D 

BARTON ON HUMBER ALLOTMENT 
SOCIETY 

56th ANNUAL OPEN 
HORTICULTURAL SHOW 

on Saturday 21st August 
2004 in the  

Lecture Hall, Holydyke 
Awards to be presented at 

3.45pm  
by the Mayor and Consort 

of Barton 
Schedules available from  
11 Highfield Crescent 

Barton 
Doors open at 2.30pm  

ADMISSION TO SHOW FREE 

 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

IF YOU KNOW ANY RESIDENT OF BAR-

TON WHO IS OVER 100 YEARS OLD 

PLEASE CONTACT THE TOWN COUNCIL 

OFFICE  

BEFORE THEIR  

BIRTHDAY FOR THE TOWN MAYOR TO  

PRESENT A BOUQUET OF FLOWERS . 

 

(contact details on the back page)  
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Inspector Brett Rutty 
 

Crime Issues 
 

Officers at the Barton Lo-
cal Policing Team ( LPT ) 
are continuing to concen-
trate on our Priority Crime 
area’s and have made some 

good arrests over the last couple of months. 
Overall crime figures in the key area’s of House Burglary, 
Vehicle Crime and Crimes of Violence are showing a down-
ward trend although there is no room for complacency.  
Thefts from cars continue to cause problems and I again en-
courage owners to help prevent this type of crime by taking 
some basic crime prevention measures. Take care where you 
leave your car, try and find a well lit area and remove tempta-
tion by taking belongings with you or at least putting them 
out of sight in the boot or glove box. 
 

 ‘Sneak in’ burglary offences are  seasonal crimes often com-
mitted by the opportunist thief during the summer months 
who takes advantage of people who leave their windows and 
doors open whilst they enjoy the sunshine in their gardens. 
Please make sure you lock your front door and close the win-
dows at the front of your home when you are in your back 
garden and ALWAYS close ground floor windows when you 
go to bed at night. 
 

Drink Drive     
 

Traditionally we think of Drinking and Driving as being a 
problem at Christmas but this is not the case. As the sun 
comes out we all like to enjoy the afternoon BBQ and have a 
few beers or a glass of wine. One or two won’t hurt, will it ? 
Don’t be tempted to Drink and Drive. Enjoy yourself, have a 
good time with family and friends then take a taxi home or 
nominate a driver who will enjoy soft drinks, and take it in 
turns to drive. DRUNKEN DRIVERS KILL PEOPLE. 
 

Anti-Social Behaviour 
 

We still average about 800 calls for service to the LPT per 

month and a large proportion of these calls concern youths 
engaging in anti-social behaviour. We are working closely 
with North Lincs Community Safety Partnership and have 
established a project team to look at the most effective way of 
implementing some of the new anti-social behaviour legisla-
tion. 
This is an issue for the whole community, parents and teenag-
ers all have a part to play. Teenagers need to be aware of the 
impact they can have on the rest of the community when they 
congregate in large numbers. Your presence can cause others 
to feel intimidated and afraid.  Parents can help by discussing 
the issue with their teenagers and raising awareness. How do 
you feel when confronted by a large group of youths hanging 
around in the Market Place? Tell your kids and don’t let them 
become one of the gang. 
I have written to parents of teenagers who have engaged in 
this type of anti-social behaviour and the response I have had 
has been very positive, by enlarge. Thank you for your sup-
port. 
 

Special Constables  
 

If you are aged between 18 and 55 years and would like to 
take an active part in helping to make your community a safer 
place in which to live and work why not join our small but 
dedicated team of Special Constables? Training and support 
will be given and you could earn £1500 per year. Contact the 
Humberside Police Special Constabulary hot line on 01482 
282888 or call in at any police station for more information. 
 

Contacting the Police. 
 

Barton Police Station can be contacted Monday to Friday 
9am to 5pm on 
( 01652 )  660222  
OR 
( 01724 ) 282888 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week. 
 

Anyone with information about crime or drug related  
offences,  may wish to use the confidential and free CRIME 
STOPPERS number : 
 

                         0800 555 111 

arton 
eat 

B 
B 

Barton Police Station 
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BARTON TOWN COUNCIL ANNUAL GARDEN COMPETITION ENTRY FORM 
 

  I wish to enter the following competition (s) 

r Best Garden Competition 

r Hanging Basket Competition – Private House 

r Hanging Basket Competition – Business Premises 
 

(Delete where appropriate) 
 

  Name ……………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
  Address………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
  ……………………………………………………………………………………………          
 
  THE JUDGING WILL TAKE PLACE ON TWO SEPARATE OCCASIONS, LATE JULY & LATE AUGUST. 
 
  Please return completed forms to: 
  Barton Town Council 
  Council Office 
  The Assembly Rooms 
  Queen Street 
  Barton upon Humber                                                                           
  DN18 5QP                                                                        CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRY FORMS 16th JULY 2004 

Following on from the Town Council Best Kept Garden and 
Hanging Baskets Competition each year a Presentation Eve-
ning is held for entrants in the Assembly Rooms during Sep-
tember.   
 
Last year’s winners were Mr P 
Whittington of Bowmandale - 
Best Kept Private Hanging  Bas-
ket, Mrs A Gardiner of 
Birchdale - Best Kept Private 
Garden and The Volunteer Arms 
Whitecross Street - Best Kept 
Business Hanging Basket.  The 

three winners are pictured  
receiving their certificate 
and prize of £25.00 voucher 

for the Old Mill Nursery from 
the 2003/2004 Mayor of Barton 
Councillor Eric Longbottom 
and Barton Civic Society repre-

sentative Richard Clarke, who contribute half of the cost to-
ward the prize money.   
 
The runners up were Best Kept Private Basket 2nd Place Mrs 
A Gardiner,  3rd Place Mr P Dent.  Best Kept Private Garden 
2nd Place Mr M Todd, 3rd Place Mr P Whittington.  Best 
Kept Business Hanging Basket 2nd Place H & HJ Huteson, 
3rd Place R Newton Butchers.  The runners up all receive a 
certificate and prize voucher for the Old Mill Nursery for 
£15.00 and £10.00 re-
spectively.  All entrants 
to the Competitions re-
ceive a Certificate of 
Merit in recognition of 
their hard work.  The pic-
ture on the right is of one 
of the garden entrants on 
Cliff Grove. 
 
After the Presentation of 
Prizes a Gardeners Ques-
tion Time is held.  The 
regular panel guests Sue Hoy-Head Gardener at Normanby 
Hall and Doug Stewart-Radio Humberside Gardening Pre-
senter have already agreed to attend again in 2004. 
 
If you would like to enter any of the competitions this year 
please return the entry form printed below to the Town 
Council Office before the closing date on Friday 16th July. 
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Welcome back Barton Town Band:- 
 

After a short period of near inactivity the Barton Town Band 
were reformed in July 2003. Over the last year the Commit-
tee, playing membership and non playing membership has 
soared in numbers from twelve to over fifty, they started 
regular rehearsals in September and performed for the Town 
Council at the Christmas Festival in November. Their Chair-
man Jonathon Evison was very pleased with their perform-
ance, “Most of us have been out of the Brass Banding scene 
for some time and it is very nice and encouraging to realise 
we have made a fine balance sound”. 
The band traces its origins back to the start of the century 
when Mr F Hopper Snr formed the Barton Cycle Works Sil-
ver Band in 1904. This Edwardian band had many successes 

in competition, the most notable being the Grand Shield Con-
test held at the Crystal Palace in London where they gained a 
3rd and 4th place in consecutive years from 1906. Unfortu-
nately on another occasion they had a few too many trips to 
the local Public Bar and acted with an “unfortunate lack of 
sobriety” disgracing themselves on the contest platform. This 
caused their sponsor, F Hopper to gather them in the Cycle 
works yard confiscating their instruments and ritually burning 
their uniforms before them – an inglorious end to a once fine 
band! This was not the end of banding though, for another 
band was formed called the Barton Town Prize Subscription 
Brass Band, again a very successful band. Under the Musical 
Direction of Mr F Benson this Band thankfully shortened its 
name to the Barton Town Prize Band and in the 1950’s 
gained competition success winning the 4th section in the area 
finals and gaining a 2nd place in the finals when they com-
peted in the 2nd section. Following a short amalgamation with 
Barrow Britannia Band the present name began to be used. 

This band concentrated on introducing young people to Brass 
Banding and in the 1970’s under  the direction of Mr S Stun-
nel had many successes on the contest platform. This youth 
policy continued and in the 1980’s and early 90’s the band 
had a large membership boasting both a Community band 
and a Youth Band. The Community Band had a number of 
successes on the contest platform under several conductors 
they also paid visits to Barton’s twin town Feyzin on two oc-
casions and regularly performed throughout the country hold-
ing concerts with celebrity guest soloist and choirs.  

The Band is now reforming its youth band and will be visit-
ing the schools offering children and young people the oppor-
tunity to learn to play a brass instrument. Jonathon says, “the 
Committee have been busy gathering financial support to use 
as matched funding for two grants – these grants will allow 
us to purchase 30 student instruments. We have been over-
whelmed by the willingness of organisations in the area to 
help us with this project and to thank them all, we will be 
holding a Celebrity Last Night of the Proms Gala Concert in 
Baysgarth School hall on Saturday the 13th November 2004”. 
Jonathon went on to say “I have always felt it important to 
include children and young people in music because I have 
seen the benefits first hand. The confidence, the environ-
mental advantages, the life skills and fellowship are all posi-
tive, habit forming activities which complement an individ-
ual’s education in a very constructive manner”. If you are 
interested in joining the Community Band, learning in the 
Youth Band or just require more information please contact 
Jonathon on 01652 636221. 
 

The Band are performing around the area this summer so 
please say hello if you hear them and don’t forget that special 
concert on Saturday 13th November at Baysgarth School Hall, 
Barton.  
Please note  

Barton Town Band will be playing at the Picnic in the Park on 8 August 

 
 
 

Barton Town Band pic 

 
 
 

Barton Town Band pic 

BARTON TOWN COUNCIL         MEETING DATES 
 

Full Council in Baysgarth House at 7.30pm 
                                             Monday                 5th July 2004                      Monday                19th July 2004 
                                             Wednesday           4th August 2004                 Monday                16th August 2004 
                                             Wednesday           1st September 2004            Monday                 20th September 2004 
                                             Wednesday           6th October 2004                Monday                18th October 2004 
                                             Wednesday           3rd November 2004           Monday                 15th November 2004 
 

Committee Meetings in The Assembly Rooms at 7.30pm 
   Community       Wednesday           28th July 2004                    F & GP  Wednesday           18th August 2004 
   Environment     Wednesday           22nd September 2004        F & GP  Wednesday           20th October 2004 
   Community       Wednesday           27th October 2004              (F & GP—Finance & General Purposes Committee)  
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The Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust is a charity which 
aims to conserve wildlife and wild spaces in Lin-
colnshire. The Trust does this by owning or leas-
ing valuable sites (nature reserves) and managing 
them for the benefit of the wildlife that lives there.   
 
This is becoming more and more important as 
much of Lincolnshire’s natural habitat has been 
lost.  The reserves include a wide range of habitats 
from woodland to wetlands and moors to marine 
sites, thus helping to preserve the variety of life – 
the biodiversity.  
 
The Wildlife Trust aims to promote understanding 
and enjoyment of the natural world and the need to 
protect it.  It is hoped that people visiting the re-
serves will enjoy their time there and appreciate 
the need for wild spaces both for people and the 
wildlife that live there.   
 
By employing wardens and education officers the 
Trust can provide information and activities for 
visitors including school and community groups.  

 
The nearest 
main reserve 
to Barton is 
Far Ings Na-
ture Reserve, 
one of a num-
ber of reserves 
along the 
banks of the 
River Humber. 
 

Once a tile and cement works the site has now 
been a nature reserve for over 30 years.   
The old clay pits have developed into large lakes 
and reedbeds providing a suitable home for many 
fish, insects and bird life. A number of very rare 
birds including the bittern, marsh harrier and 
bearded tit can be seen. 
 
There are a number of pathways around the re-

serve which in-
cludes a walk 
along the banks 
of the River 
Humber.  There 
are also seven 
bird hides that 
provide views 
across many of 
the reserves’ 
freshwater pits.  At  weekends the visitor centre is 
open with a viewing lounge upstairs and shop 
downstairs.  
 
Other reserves in the north/north east Lincolnshire 
area include:  
 
Crowle Moor  NNR, in the Isle of Axholme , over 
400 acres of peatland  with bog, birch scrub,  heath 
flora and extensive sheep grazing enclosures keep-
ing large areas free of invasive trees.   
 
It is one of the finest peat bog sites in lowland 
England, with a wealth of bog and heath species 
including nightjar, tree pipit, cotton grasses, bog 
rosemary and the large heath butterfly.  There is an 
extensive path network. 
 
Epworth Turbary, Over 80 acres of relict peatland 
with open heath, bog and woodland habitats which 
support many scarce plants such as great fen 
sedge, meadow rue and cottongrass. 
 
Messingham Sand Quarry, Over 100 acres of 
flooded sand quarries with fringing reedbeds, wil-
lows and grassland.  A rich and varied site noted 
for its breeding birds as well as wintering wild-
fowl.  There are three birdwatching hides and a 
well maintained network of footpaths.   
 
Scotton Common, one of our largest heathland 
nature reserves (170 acres) with many uncommon 
species such as bog asphodel (see picture), marsh 
gentian and emperor moth.  Adders and common 

lizards are often seen.  
 
A large flock of Hebridean sheep and a herd of 
Dexter cattle are kept at Scotton to prevent the 
encroachment of birch and pine scrub on to the 
heath and to maintain the acid grasslands. 
 
All our nature reserves are open to the general 
public, for more information please 
contact the general office on 01507 
526667 or alternatively try our 
website www.lincstrust.org.uk 
 
At present the Lincolnshire Wild-
life Trust has over 20 000 mem-
bers.  If you would like to join 
contact 01507 526667.   
 
On becoming a member you will 
receive:  

 
• Entrance to over 100 reserves 
• A wide range of events and activities 

are organised throughout the county.   
• Lapwings and Natural World maga-

zines  
• Your chance to help the local country-

side and preserve the animals and 
plants that live there.    

• Join up your children and they will 
receive their own magazines and in-
formation about activities across the 
county.  

 
Photo references 
 
1) Far Ings Ness Pit – H. Hornby 
 
2) Bittern – Roy Howell 
 
3) Bog Asphodel - LWT 

LINCOLNSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST 
THE WILDLIFE ON YOUR DOORSTEP. 

 

Methodist Chapel about 1900 
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Baysgarth School plans for a bright future  
Colin Saywell – Head Teacher 
" During my first term at the school, I have met with groups 
of pupils from all years, staff, governors, parents, partner pri-
mary school headteachers when visiting their schools, and 
members of the community such as Barton’s Chamber of 
Trade and Commerce.  At such meetings I have discussed 
Baysgarth’s future, its priorities and ways of building upon its 
many, varied strengths.  We have produced a leaflet, which 
sets out the expectations and aspirations of Baysgarth in the 
coming years. If you would like a copy please get in touch 
with the school." 
As well as the build up to GCSE and A Level exams, there 
has also been the usual number of in school and extra-
curricular activities recently and I list just a few, to give you a 
greater insight into the exciting life at Baysgarth School.  

Baysgarth School WINS  
Rock Challenge!  
After coming so close last year, we were absolutely delighted 
that Baysgarth WON the regional event this year at a packed 
Grimsby Auditorium. 130 pupils performed a stunning, col-
ourful presentation with a superb stage setting based on the 
theme of New York. “Special mention has to go to Sarah 
Valentine, Head of Art, for all her hard work and the fantas-
tic support from the pupils, staff & parents, that made for 
such an exciting evening. Well done to all involved.” 
‘Sister Act II’ is a huge success 
Baysgarth’s first major musical production for several years, 
Sister Act II, was brilliantly performed to packed audiences 
every night and shows what a wealth of young talent there is 
at Baysgarth.“Thanks go especially to Elaine Kott, Head of 
Expressive Arts, to all the pupils and staff who performed 
with such enthusiasm and energy and to the pupils from the 
Primary Schools who played such a valuable part. 

Sister Act II starred Rochenda Sandall Percy & Michael Lewis with a large 
cast of pupils and staff, plus children from Barton & the village primaries. 

Real World Manufacturing  
This was the theme of a “Just in Time” manufacturing course 
led by Jeff Carr and Klauss Selke of Setpoint Humberside. 
Vocational GCSE students were involved in an activity, 
simulating factory production, with hands-on experience of 
teamwork and planning to meet changing customer demands.  
Pupils learnt the importance of providing quality products 
delivered to the customer on time. The course provided an  

 

excellent motivation, a real learning experience and excellent 
preparation to achieve higher levels at GCSE. 
U14 County Rugby 
By James Hussey, Y9 “I have played against several counties.  
I captained the B team: it was scary the first time in my role as 
captain, which was to motivate the team and get them warmed 
up before the match.  I played the best game I have had for a 
long time.  Being chosen to be the captain was very exciting and 
good to be involved.  I had to attend a 3-day trial to get in to the 
county team and I train once a week.  Hopefully I will be in the 
team next year and go for trials with the three counties team of 
Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire and Derbyshire.” 

Baysgarth’s Year 11 Rugby team with the Rugby World Cup 
 

James was one of many who came to Baysgarth School to see 
the Rugby World Cup, very early in the morning on March 
4th. This was quite a coup for the school to squeeze in this 
visit before the official tour around the county.  
Girls’ Football 
By Sarah Storer, Y9 “I play for Scunthorpe United Girls’ 
Under 14s and train every Thursday, playing Saturday and Sun-
day.  I am captain of the Sunday team.  I also go to Hull Acad-
emy on a Monday night and to Doncaster Belles Academy on 
Friday night. For Scunthorpe I play against teams in the Hull 
area and we are playing in a cup final against Hull City. In the 
future I hope to play for the Doncaster Belles’ First team who 
play in the highest league in women’s football. My ultimate aim 
is to play for England”. 
Other Events included  
Baysgarth - featured twice on BBC Look North for our pio-
neering work on restorative justice. 
Year 9 pupils participated in the Annual Engineering Chal-
lenge at North Lindsey College. 
Year 11 GCSE English see ‘Of Mice and Men’ in London. 
Gifted & Talented Presentation Evening 
Major trips to New York, skiing in Austria and a French Ex-
change visit to Montelimar. 
The Hollywoods and John Peart performed in Class Act, a 
Talent Show organized by Scunthorpe Telegraph. 

STOP PRESS 
TECHNOLOGY COLLEGE STATUS 

It has been decided, after a great deal of consultation,  
to bid for Technology College Status. This will give 
Baysgarth the focus to further improve Teaching and 

Learning across the whole curriculum and to build on our 
links with primary schools, businesses and the community. 

 For further information about Baysgarth School, please contact Colin Saywell, Head Teacher on 01652 632576
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As we get older we all fall prey to a remembrance of 
things past. In. my case  it came about  when a fellow 
pupil of the early l920’s at the Church School in Queen 
Street asked where Harry Moor went after Grammar 
School. That set me off.  I didn’t know, I don’t know, 
and then...... 
for no apparent reason except that the book, Barton Re-
membered. 1939-1945. “Part Three”. Entitled ‘Those 
who came Back’ was in front of me. I then thought about 
the two Barton men that I met in the WW II years, 1939 
to 1945. I also remembered Wilfred Codd telling me that 
he, a regular airman, was in the RAF in Habbaniyeh, 
Iraq, in the troubled years just before WW II. The details 
of this are on p. 57 of  ‘Barton Remembered’. It tells us 
that Wilfred  went with his Squadron to RAF Ismailia, 
nr. Cairo, and later into the Western Desert. Wilf. told 
me that he was given leave or a day or two off duty, for 
want of something memorable to do he climbed one of 
the Pyramids. On reaching the top he saw one other man, 
and he was amazed to find that both were Barton men, 
the other was a soldier, one of the Cox family. Wilfred 
told me his Christian name, which I forget!  Was it Ken 
or Walt? That to me, was coincidence of the highest or-
der. Were there any more like that in those years?  At 
pp.31-32 of  ‘Barton Remembered’ - Part Three  Chris. 
Braithwaite tells us that he met Ken Cox of Barton at 
Djidjelli in North Africa during that Campaign. At p.18 
(ibid).Ted Appleyard tells us he met Ron Clayton and 
Clarry Grimbleby in Groppi’s Ice Cream parlour.( In 
Alex?) They were all three recalled to their ships and, 
unfortunately, both Ron Clayton and Clarry Grimbleby 
were lost in subsequent naval actions in 1943, in the 
Mediterranean. See Part 1 Barton Remembered.- Lest 
We Forget. In Part Three at p. 61  a 1946 photograph 
shows Ken. Cox and his brother Walt. in Salonica;  at 
p.115 Arthur Newbitt and his brother George are pic-
tured together in Ceylon in 1944 and at p.129 there is a 
photograph of Allen and Philip Thompson taken in Sep-
tember,1945, in Deolali , India. 
I met two men from Barton but these encounters were 
not entirely by sheer chance, not by any means. I had 
gone into the RAF in 1940 and after some ground train-
ing in England was sent to Rhodesia. After training on 
Tiger Moths at Mount Hampden, near Harare, I went to 
Heaney, near Bulawayo for Service Flying Training on 
Twin Engined Oxfords. On November 1st, 1941, I flew a 
solo triangular navigation exercise from Heaney to a 
point in the Bush to the East of Bulawayo. 
My instructions were to land back at Thornhill, where 
Harvard pilots were trained, refuel and return  directly to 
Heaney. I knew, maybe from letters from home, that 
Jack Nurse was at Thornhill, he was an engine fitter. His 
Mother, Mrs. Nurse, lived at and was the licensee of the 

White Swan, Barton. After landing I shouted around the 
hangars and found Jack. I think we had a mug of tea, a 
chinwag and that was it. 
I flew back to Heaney and may have mentioned it in a 
letter home but by the time it got there I might well have 
delivered the news myself. After qualifying as a pilot I  
was put on a reconnaissance/ navigation course  in South 
Africa, then returned to England; some others went to 
the Western Desert or wherever they were required. 
In the UK, 1942, I was posted to Operational Duties fly-
ing Sunderland Flying Boats and from June 1943, I 
found myself operating out of  Bathurst, now Banjul, 
West Africa.  
One day I was told that someone had asked if I would 
meet him and doing so I found that the man who had en-
quired was Ernest Parsons, another Barton man. He was 
working for Cliff. Smith, the Butcher, when I left for the 
Forces. Ernie knew I was in Bathurst, so, once again we 
had a chat, said what we knew was happening, if at all, 
at home in Barton. We had a photograph taken, I had 
two copies and I gave one to Ernie’s sister, Mrs. Ben 
Sharpe  There are several other instances. 
George Eyres, a Barton sloop skipper, was one of the 
Barton men who volunteered for duty with converted 
Thames lighters which were engaged in landing supplies 
to the invasion forces on and after D Day +1, 1944. One 
Barton man, Arthur Gouldthorpe of Waterside Road, 
was awarded the DSM for his actions on Gold Beach, a 
British invasion beach.  That is another story. See  Part 
Three.  Back to George Eyres. He told me that whilst he 
was off duty one day, he was in Woolworth’s Store in 
Paignton when a lady in Woolworth’s uniform tapped 
him on the shoulder and said ‘You’re a long way from 
Barton, Georgie’. When he turned round she was gone, 
among the customers and he never did know who it was! 
These are humdrum sort of stories but there could well 
be others, some with real significance in a wartime con-
text. So, Come on Barton, tell us about it! 
I do remember my Uncle, George Watkinson, who was a 
Hull docker, telling me that the Dockers Units followed 
the troops into Sicily, Syracuse I think, and  there he met  
Stan Johnson of Barton, who he knew well. The Dockers 
followed up the advance in Italy and he was in Naples 
when, he told me, he ‘encountered’ Captain Mark 
Pickard of Barton. I use the term ‘encountered’ because 
he did not amplify or explain anything. None of these 
three are in ‘Barton Remembered’. 
 
 

Article kindly supplied by Charles Watkinson  



The Bartonian-issue 33 

Page12 

BEAUTIFUL BARTON CALENDAR, 2005 

Barton Chamber of Trade and Industry in association with David Lee Photography Ltd. 
has once again produced a calendar depicting some of our most photogenic local scenes.  
Included are new photographs of The White Swan Hotel; the Humber Bridge; the new 
Bridge over the Haven; Baysgarth Hall & park; St. Mary’s Church and Beck Hill; a gen-
eral shot from Bike Night; St. Peter’s Church and The Old Vicarage; a shot of the Christ-
mas Festival; the Market Place; Waters’ Edge Country Park etc. 

The calendar was launched on 18th June and 
will be available for sale to the public at 
many shops around the town, a little after 
this date.  In addition, the calendar will be 
available to purchase from the Chamber’s 
stall at Barton Carnival on Saturday 17th 
July. 
 

The Chamber would like to thank David and 
Michael Lee of David Lee Photography Ltd. 
for their very hard work on the publication 
and for the excellent standard of the pic-
tures.  Thanks are also due to the calendar 
sponsors who have helped to make sure that 
the project could go ahead.   

The sponsors are: 
 

             Barton Post Office                                               Carlton Education & Enterprise 
             Cooke Webster & Co                                            H & HJ Huteson & Sons 
             HSBC plc                                                              His and Hairs 
             Kimberly-Clark Ltd.                                            Lindsey Relay Co. Ltd. 
             Manatec Developments Ltd.                               Proudfoot 
             Richard G Altoft & Associates Ltd.                    The Knotted Note Ltd. 

We sincerely hope that Barton residents support 
the calendar, as they did when the 2003 calendar 
was produced.  We discovered that many people ac-
tually bought the calendar as a gift and found it ap-
propriate to post off to friends and relatives living 
away from the area, reminding them of home.  
Whether you might consider buying a calendar as a 
gift or as something for yourself, we hope that you 
enjoy it!       Sue Norris, Administration & Marketing Officer 

Barton Chamber of Trade & Industry 
C/o Kimberly-Clark Ltd. 
Falkland Way 
Barton On Humber 
North Lincolnshire 
DN18 5RX 
 

Tel:  01652 206377          
Fax:  01652 206001 
e-mail:  s.norris@hull-humber-chamber.co.uk 
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The President Elect of Barton Rotary Club, Stuart Leyland (left), presents a cheque for £250 to 3rd Barton Scouts. The 
money will be used as part of the cost of a trailer to be used by the Scouts to carry their camping equipment. The chairman 
of the Rotary Community Committee, Graham Cox, is on the right of the picture.                          

 From David Lee, Barton Rotary Club. 01652 632451   
  

Barton Rotary Club members have a busy Summer coming-up. They 
will be marshalling the Humber Bridge Half Marathon which was run 
through the town on Sunday  27th June. The event was organised by 
Hull Rotary Club. 
  

The club's Wednesday evening, weekly meeting is moved to another 
night so that members are able to help marshal Barton Bike Night. 
President Mike Allibone said " In the past our help has been limited 
because it has clashed with our meeting. This year we will be able 
to  have more members available to help with this very popular 
event". 
  

The Rotary Club is taking on a bigger roll at this years Carnival. As 
well as providing the very popular Afternoon Teas, the club will be 
organising the Bar. All of the monies raised will go to Rotary local 
and international charity projects.   

PICNIC IN THE PARK 

Baysgarth Park 

1.00pm—5.00pm 
 

Barton Town Council’s Community Regeneration Committee has 
organised the Picnic in the Park this year on Sunday 8th August 
2004.  The Event is held in Baysgarth Park, to provide a free after-
noon out for Barton children during the school summer holidays. 
 

Entertainment during the afternoon will include music from Barton 
Town Band, Pony and Trap rides provided by North Lincolnshire 
Driving for the Disabled, Face Painting by Castledyke School, dem-
onstration from the Barton Majorettes, Football Tournament organ-
ised by Barton Youth Centre Junior Football Club, Craft Workshop 
by the Ropewalk, Bouncy Slide, Crime Prevention Caravan, 1st aid 
demonstration by St John Ambulance, Billy Staves disco and live 
group from The Carnival Inn.  The Chairman of the Community Re-
generation Committee Councillor John Oxley will be compere for 
the afternoon.  All this entertainment is free of charge, the only time 
you need any money is if you want refreshments from the ice 
cream van or  from Barton Lions Catering Unit. 
 

The Football tournament kicks off proceedings in the morning at 
11.00am, the rest of the entertainment starts at 1.00pm in the bot-
tom end of Baysgarth Park near the play area and Baysgarth 
House.  The winners of the football tournament will be presented 
with their trophy during the afternoon’s entertainment by the Mayor 
of Barton Councillor Mrs Janet Oxley. 
 

Baysgarth House Museum have confirmed they will be open during 
the Picnic from 12.00—4.00pm. 
 

For further details contact:-  
Barton Town Council Office on 01652 633598 or  

Councillor John Oxley on 01652 632064 
Do You Remember 

This 
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BARTON AMBULANCE SERVICE 

 

Being ill and requiring hospital treatment in Barton has 
always involved a long journey time. Even today you can 
expect up to 20 minutes travelling time even if you are 
taken to Hull on blue lights. Travelling to hospital has im-
proved drastically over the years from the old rough road to 
Scunthorpe via Winterton to getting the motorway and 
then the Humber Bridge, which gave us access to Hull 
Royal. 
In the mid to late 1800’s Barton was quite a thriving port 
and there was a ferry over the river running from a jetty at 
the end of Waterside Road. If you were ill and needed to go 
to hospital at this time Hull Infirmary was actually the 
easiest hospital to attend. There was a kind of basket on 
wheels kept in the town for emergency transport to hospi-
tal. This would be pulled by a couple of men to your house 
where you were loaded in and then pulled through the 
streets of Barton down to the point where you were taken 
over the river on the ferry and then pulled through the 
streets of Hull to the Hospital which was nearer to the 
town centre than the site of the hospital now. 
In the late 1800’s the ferry moved away from Barton down 
river to the village of New Holland and the railways came 
to Barton so you would then be loaded onto a train in the 
basket and taken through to New Holland, down the pier 
onto the ferry. This continued right up until after the war. 
The ambulance now though was a stretcher on wheels with 
the luxury of a canvas hood over the top, which saved you 
getting too wet if the weather was bad. This stretcher was 
kept in the yard behind the Chemists shop on the high 
street and one of the last people to be the stretcher-bearer 
was a man called Wood. 
In the war years there were two motorised ambulances 
which were provided by local businesses. Thompsons furni-
ture shop and Birkitts made their vans available for the 
local medics. These could transport four stretchers at a 
time in relative comfort. Relative being the appropriate 
word as the suspension left much to be desired. These cov-
ered all the villages around Barton and spent several 
nights in Barrow when the Germans dropped land mines on 
the village. Patients who required hospital treatment were 
transported to the War Memorial Hospital at Scunthorpe 
while less severe cases were brought back into Barton for 
treatment. 
In early 1948 fire officer ADO Renyalds called a meeting in 
the Oddfellows Hall from Scunthorpe. This was to set up 
the first recognised ambulance cover in Barton. There were 
members of the St. John Ambulance and Red Cross as well 
as some of the retained firemen at the meeting. It was de-
cided that they would set up the system working from the 

fire station in Holydyke with 
the firemen acting as drivers 
and the first aiders from the 
organisations acting as the 
attendants. The people who 
started the system were Fred 
Bromfield, Jim Mumby, Don 
Fields, Arthur Bacon, Ron 
Brammell, George Stockdale, 

Tom Meacock, Everitt, Murwood Foster, Jack Petit and 
Clive Cook. Along with these men there were for the first 
few years, two women Beatie Bromfield and Fran Crow 
who were called out with the crew to all maternity cases.  
The first shift for the new ambulance service was on the 6th 
July 1948 with Jim Mumby and a man called Everitt doing 
the night shift. Jim remembers this very well, as it was the 

second night back from his honeymoon.  At this time there 
were few phones in the town and so these men who did 
their normal employment in the day spent the night at the 
fire station sleeping on stretchers with a phone between 
them. Shortly after this date the station had two full time 
day workers Albert Crow and Beely Parish. These two 
worked the day shifts and were there to transport patients 
to the hospital appointments and also attend any emer-
gency work.  
The ambulance was part of the combined ambulance and 
fire service and the people were employed by Lindsey 
County Council. The control room was in Cole Street Scun-
thorpe near to where the shop T.J. Hughes is now. There 
was no radio system available to the service at this time, 
which meant the only contact with the crews was by phone. 
Once away from either station or the hospital the ambu-
lance could not be diverted to a new incident. One system 
that was employed for a while during the day is similar to 
that used by some of the catalogue firms today. Some of the 
shops in the villages that had phones would have coloured 
card in their windows. If an ambulance was required ur-
gently the shopkeeper would be contacted by phone and 
they would put up a red card. When the passing ambulance 
saw this they would stop and use the shop phone to contact 
their control. 
Barton was one of the first towns outside Scunthorpe to 
have their own ambulance service and they would cover 
from Killingholme Haven out to Wintringham Haven and 
then out to Melton Ross. As more phones became available 
the ambulance drivers had phones in their homes once 
called out they would go and collect their attendant. As you 
can imagine it would take five to ten minutes for the driver 
to turn out and then he would have to get the attendant out 
of bed before they even set off for the emergency. For the 
first few years they were not given any kind of uniform and 
so would have to turn out in their own clothes. In 1953 they 
were provided with white coats to make them look more 
professional and a few years later the obligatory hat. It was 
about this time that oxygen was also carried as part of the 
normal equipment. Up until then their equipment had com-
prised of a first aid box with 12 triangular bandages, as-
sorted dressings and four blankets. 
It was about 1960 when the ambulance service split from 
the fire service and staff had the option with which service 
they would continue. Frank Milner and Monty Beaumont 
transferred to the ambulance service at this time. It was 
also  about this time that the vehicles were fitted with two 
way radios in the cabs. The ambulances continues to work 
out of the fire station on Holydyke in Barton and it was in 
the mid sixties when a third full time member of staff was 
employed as more people required transport for their hospi-
tal appointments.  
I started with the ambulance service in 1972. This was the 
Lindsey area of Lincolnshire and our control was housed in 
some buildings in the Fire station yard in Scunthorpe. This 
control was responsible for all the ambulance movements in 
the county of Lincolnshire down to Rutland except for Lin-
coln City and the Borough of Grimsby. There were other 
controls during the day but Scunthorpe had full control 
during the evenings and night. 
At Barton we continued to be stationed in the old Fire Sta-
tion on Holydyke (where the new station is now built ). The 
ambulance crews who were only full time Monday to Friday 
8am to 6pm had a small office to the rear of the buildings. 
There were three staff and two ambulances at the station 
and the ambulances were parked either side of the fire en-
gine in the garages.  
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The emergency ambulance which also was employed most of 
the day transporting out patients and a sitting car which 
was manned by a single ambulance man transported the 
more able bodied patients to their appointments.  
 

The three full time staff at Barton when I first started were 
Cyril King who was the Leading Ambulance Man, Harry 
Portess and Johnny Vrabel. Cyril moved into control shortly 
after I started due to ill health and the role of Leading Hand 
was taken over by Keith Green who transferred from Scun-
thorpe. Johnny Vrabel was an American who had come over 
during the last war with the American air force to operate 
out of the airfield at Goxhill. His name can be found on the 
memorial which now stands at the gateway to the old air-
field on Horsegatefield Road in Goxhill. 
 

Along with these three full time staff were part time staff 
who were called auxiliaries. These staff had full time jobs 
outside the ambulance service but covered the hours outside 
the 8am to 6pm times. The people who were auxiliaries 
when I started were, Jim Mumby, Colin Bell, Denis Hute-
son, Monty Beaumont, Frank Milner, Clive Cook, Eddie 
Scott, Jack Petit. All these people had first aid certificates 
and attended the ambulance training school, which was at 
Horncastle. Each night or weekends the two members of 
staff who had been allocated the stand by for that time 
would attend the station to do their station duties of check-
ing and cleaning the ambulance and then return home to be 
on call.  
 

If there was a call during their period of stand by they 
would receive a phone call from control and have to rush to 
the station and drive to the incident. If the call came in the 
early hours of the morning the two men would have to get 
up, get dressed and then travel the mile or so to the station 
which would take anywhere up to 10 minutes. Today the 
ambulance service have to meet a target of attending 75% of 
their life threatening calls within 8 minutes. In 1972 the 
Lindsey ambulance service drew up plans for a new ambu-
lance station to be built on Tofts Road just past the Mill-
fields turning. The local building firm of Stamp and Sons 
carried out the work. 
 

In 1974 we entered the new age of Humberside. The ambu-
lance along with the other emergency services started a new 
county service and the Ambulance head quarters was in 
Anlaby just outside Hull. Shortly after the inception of 
Humberside the new station was completed which caused 
some debate as the new county service stated that they had 
not ordered the new station but were being forced to pick up 
the cost. This was soon sorted out and the ambulance staff 
and vehicles moved to the new station. Very shortly after 
the inception of Humberside the Ambulance Service was 
involved in one of its greatest response which was the explo-
sion at Flixborough. The staff from Barton where involved 
in this disaster for several days. Initially most of the staff 
turned out and were involved in the evacuation of people in 
the area. For the following days the ambulance stood by at 
the site in case of further problems. 
 

This system of three full time staff and 10 auxiliaries con-
tinued up until 1977. It was in the summer of 1976 that the 
chief ambulance officer Mr. Malcom Fozzard who had been 
in that position since the start of Humberside decided that 
the auxiliary system was outdated and a full time station 
was required. Four new full time staff were recruited two 
from the auxiliary staff and two new members. Even with 
the introduction of full time staff it was not the end of the 
standby system. 

 

The new full time station was in fact a 16-hour station as it 
was actually manned from 0700 to 2300 with the late crew 
going home to cover the 8 hours of the night shift on the call 
out system. The staff on the station at this time were 
Johnny Vrabel, Harry Portess, Keith Green, Steve Horsfall, 
Dave Rushby, Denis Huteson & John Pullen later to be 
joined by Mally Ross. This call out system meant that all 
the staff employed to work at Barton Station had to live 
within 2 miles of the building. Most of the staff were Barto-
nians or had previously lived in the villages around Barton. 
At this time there were very few call outs within the night 
time and three or four calls between 11pm and 7am a week 
was the norm. Today we would expect at least that number 
each night. 
 

This again continued for quite a few years until the mid 
nineties when it was decided that there should be more full 
time cover. Initially Barton was given a night shift for four 
nights a week but it was later realised that Barton was a 
busier station than Brigg and so Barton was made up to a 
full 24-hour station. It was only in the mid 90s that the 
emergency ambulances ceased to be used for the normal day 
to day transportation of out patients and were kept solely 
for emergency cases. The first paramedics started in Barton 
in 1994 with Steve Horsfall and John Pullen qualifying. 
 

Then in 1996 the government decided that parts of the 
health service would be put up for competitive tendering as 
trusts to compete for the contracts to run different services. 
The south bank of the Humber was the first and only part of 
an ambulance service to be contracted in this way. In the 
summer of 1996 it was learned that all the area of the old 
county of Humberside south of the river would be trans-
ferred over to Lincolnshire Ambulance service in October 
1997 
 

The trust board of Lincolnshire Ambulance service decided 
that they would run the new area with just two ambulance 
stations, one at Grimsby and one at Scunthorpe and so do 
away with the stations at Barton, Brigg and Immingham. 
Initially they decided that they would keep the ambulances 
based in the towns and in Barton they arranged with Bar-
ton Medical Services for the crew to work out of the Willows 
Rest Home. So at midnight on the 30th September 1997 the 
crews left the ambulance station on Tofts Road for the last 
time and the “for sale” notices were put up. The building 
and land was later sold and now the station has been con-
verted into a bungalow, which is aptly named The Station. 
 

The ambulance trust 
realised after a short 
while that there was a 
need to keep an ambu-
lance in the Barton 
area and so the ambu-
lance continued to run 
out of the Willows Rest 
home for about a year 
until Humberside Fire 
Brigade offered the use 

of their newly built station on Holydyke where it has contin-
ued until today. Quite a few of the staff today are from the 
Barton area though since stand by was eliminated more 
staff from away have moved to the station.  
 

 
 

ARTICLE KINDLY SUPPLIED BY JOHN PULLEN 
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Barton Town Council Members 
 
If you think that they can help you with anything then please 
contact one of  your Town Councillors: 

 

Bridge Ward 
 
G.E. Appleyard [C] 25 Bowmandale     Tel.  01652-632105 
Mrs A C Clark [I]   10 Western Drive   Tel.  01652-634152 
D C.Cressey[L]      79 Providence Cres Tel.  01652-634774 
D M Cressey [L]    79 Providence Cres Tel.  01652-634774 
P.N Davis [I]          82 High Street        Tel.  01652-632652 
M R Kirkby [C]      1 Council Terrace   Tel. 
L.J.D. Oxley [I]      17 Warrendale        Tel.  01652-632064 
Mrs J.E Oxley [I]   17 Warrendale        Tel.  01652-632064  
Mrs M. Sidell.[C]   12 Birchdale           Tel.  01652-632512 
C.H.F. Coulsey [C] 28 Pitman Avenue  Tel.  01652-632999 
K. Vickers [C]        Horkstow Road      Tel.  01652-633951 
 

Park Ward 
 
Mrs L M Cressey[L]18 Holgate Court   Tel.  
Mrs C Gibson [C]   14 Butts Road        Tel.  
C T Hind [C]          3 Norman Close     Tel.  01652-633085 
E. Longbottom.[L] 64 Meadow Drive   Tel.  01652-632103 
M.W.S. Osgerby[L]19 Barrow Road     Tel.  07939-416905 
R.L. Patterson [C]  2 Beck Hill             Tel   01652-634853 
Mrs D. Pearson.[I]  16 Barrow Road     Tel   01652-632249 
A.M.Todd[L]         8 Orchard Close     Tel   01652-634539 
N. Turner[L]          3 Caistor Road       Tel   01652-635365 
J P Vickers [C]       29 Harvest Avenue Tel.  01652-636262 
Mrs W. Witter.[I]   6 The Bridges         Tel   01652-632675 
                                                                                                                   

C = Conservative.  I = Independent. L = Labour  
 

Members serving on North Lincolnshire Council  
Cllrs. Appleyard. Sidell. Vickers. 

                                                   

You can also write to the Town Clerk at: 
Council Office, Assembly Rooms, Queen Street, 
Barton-upon-Humber. DN18 5QP.  
Tel. 01652 633598 Fax. 01652 637763 
email bartontownclerk@btconnect.com 

Letters, Articles, Comments, Praise, Blame, Adverts, all these—and anything YOU want to see or hear 
about in the next issue of the Bartonian should be sent (by the 1st October 2004) to: The Council Office,  
Assembly Rooms, Queen Street, Barton-upon-Humber, DN18 5QP.  Tel:  01652 633598 Fax: 01652 637763 
email bartontownclerk@btconnect.com 

IT’S YOUR NEWSLETTER, WHAT DO YOU WANT TO SEE IN IT? 

ASSEMBLY  
ROOMS 

 

                   Having a Party ?   
 

Why not come to the Assembly Rooms, 
 

Barton’s No.1 Party Venue 
 
 
                             Main Hall    Committee Room 
 
Community Rate    £5.63                  £4.38    
 

Local organisations carrying out their  
normal activities including classes,  
meetings etc 
 
Standard Rate       £8.13                  £5.63 
 

Local organisations fund raising activities,  
social functions etc.  Private hire for  
parties & receptions. 
 
Commercial Rate    £11.25                £8.13 
 

This applies to business users. 
 

Kitchen with full facilities £5.63  
 
Tariffs are quoted at an hourly rate 
 
Bookings please contact: 
 

The Council Office 
Assembly Rooms 
Queen Street 
Barton  
DN18 5QP 

 
Tel: (01652) 633598  
Fax: (01652) 637763 
 
email: bartontownclerk@btconnect.com 

Don’t Forget Your 
Local Web Site 

Www.
bartonuponhumber.

org.uk 


